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Technical notes
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Bolivia, Plurinational Dominican Republic* Jamaica* Sint Maarten
State of*
Brazil* Ecuador* Nicaragua® Suriname*

Other territories in the region n.e.s.
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Andorra** Denmark* Iceland* Montenegro® Slovenia®
Austria® Estonia® Ireland* Netherlands* Spain*
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Cyprus* Greece* Luxembourg* Serbia**

Other territories in the region n.e.s.
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Belarus** Kyrgyz Republic* Tajikistan* Uzbekistan**
Other territories in the region n.e.s.

e ]
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***Georgia is not a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States but is included in this group for reasons of geography and similarities
in economic structure.
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WTO members are frequently referred to as “countries”, although some members are not countries in the usual sense of the word but are officially
“customs territories”. The definition of geographical and other groupings in this report does not imply an expression of opinion by the Secretariat
concerning the status of any country or territory, the delimitation of its frontiers, nor the rights and obligations of any WTO member in respect of
WTO agreements. The colours, boundaries, denominations and classifications in the maps of the publication do not imply, on the part of the WTO, any
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foreign direct investment
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Government Procurement Agreement
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Inter-American Development Bank
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Intellectual Property

intellectual property rights
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SPARTECA
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National Bureau of Economic Research
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small and medium-sized enterprise
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South Pacific Regional Trade and Economic Cooperation Agreement
sanitary and phytosanitary
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United Nations Development Programme
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UN World Tourism Organization
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United States International Trade Commission
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The WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), agreed by WTO members at the
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analysis of the final agreement text.
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the economic rise of developing economies, the growing integration of global
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and reviews how demographic change, investment, technological progress,
developments in the transport and energy/natural resource sectors, as well as
trade-related policies and institutions, will affect international trade.
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Regulatory measures for trade in goods and services raise challenges for
international cooperation in the 215t century. The World Trade Report 2012 examines
why governments use non-tariff measures and services measures and the extent to
which these measures may distort international trade.
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nd preferential trade agreements: From co-existence to coherence

wi| The ever-growing number of preferential trade agreements (PTAs) is a prominent
feature of international trade. The Report describes the historical development
2011 : of PTAs and the current landscape of agreements. It examines why PTAs are

:Agreement established, their economic effects, the contents of the agreements themselves,
& Hm and the interaction between PTAs and the multilateral trading system.

Trade in natural resources

The World Trade Report 20710 focuses on trade in natural resources, such as fuels,
forestry, mining and fisheries. The Report examines the characteristics of trade
in natural resources, the policy choices available to governments and the role of
international cooperation, particularly of the WTO, in the proper management of
trade in this sector.

&

2010

The 2009 Report examines the range and role of contingency measures available in
trade agreements. One of the Report’s main objectives is to analyse whether WTO
provisions provide a balance between supplying governments with the necessary
flexibility to face difficult economic situations and adequately defining these in a
way that limits their use for protectionist purposes.
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The World Trade Report 2006 focuses on how subsidies are defined, what
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Agreement in regulating subsidies in international trade. The Report also provides
brief analytical commentaries on certain topical trade issues.
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Trade, Standards and the WTO

The World Trade Report 2005 seeks to shed light on the various functions and
consequences of standards, focusing on the economics of standards in international
trade, the institutional setting for standard-setting and conformity assessment, and
the role of WTO agreements in reconciling the legitimate policy uses of standards
with an open, non-discriminatory trading system.
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Coherence
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The World Trade Report 2004 focuses on the notion of coherence in the analysis of
interdependent policies: the interaction between trade and macroeconomic policy,
2004 ﬂ the role of infrastructure in trade and economic development, domestic market

structures, governance and institutions, and the role of international cooperation in
promoting policy coherence.
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Trade and Development

e ok The World Trade Report 2003 focuses on development. It explains the origin of
2003 this issue and offers a framework within which to address the question of the
ﬁ relationship between trade and development, thereby contributing to more informed

- discussion.

177







World Trade Organization
154, rue de Lausanne
CH-1211 Geneva 21
Switzerland

Tel: +41 (0)22 739 51 11
www.wto.org

WTO Publications
Email: publications@wto.org

WTO Online Bookshop
http://onlinebookshop.wto.org

Cover designed by Audrey Janvier.
Report designed by Services Concept.
Printed by the World Trade Organization.

Image credits:

Cover: © Lynn Gail/Getty Images.

Pages 12-13: © Ami Vitale/Panos.

Pages 28-9: © Kris Pannecoucke/Panos.

Pages 56-7: © Tim Bewer/Getty Images.

Pages 76-7: © Kelvin Murray/Getty Images.

Pages 112-3: © MickyWiswedel/Shutterstock.com

© World Trade Organization 2016
ISBN 978-92-870-4076-3
Published by the World Trade Organization.



World Trade Report 2016

Today'’s increasingly interconnected global economy is transforming what is traded and
who is trading. International trade has long been dominated by large companies. But
thanks to dramatically reduced trade barriers, improved transportation links, information
technologies and the emergence of global value chains, many small and medium-sized
enterprises — SMEs — now have the potential to become successful global traders as well.
Participation in international trade, once exclusive, can progressively become

more inclusive.

The World Trade Report 2016 examines the participation of SMEs in international trade.
In particular, it looks at how the international trade landscape is changing for SMEs,
where new opportunities are opening up and old challenges remain, and what the
multilateral trading system does and can do to encourage more widespread and
inclusive SME participation in global markets.

The Report finds that small businesses continue to face disproportionate barriers to trade
and highlights the scope for coherent national and international policy actions that would
enhance the ability of SMEs to participate in world markets more effectively. It underlines
that participation in trade has an important role to play in helping SMEs become more
productive and grow. For open trade and global integration to fully benefit everyone,

it is crucial to ensure that all firms — not just large corporations — can succeed in today’s
global marketplace.
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